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Policy and Procedure 

Title: Supervision of Students in Required Clinical Learning 
Experiences Number: 031 

Approved 
By: MD Undergraduate Education Committee 

Approval  
Date: 17th July, 2017 Next Review: April 2022 

Effective 
Date: 18th July, 2017 

Audience: Clinical supervisors and medical students engaged in supervised learning activities in clinical 
settings 

Purpose: Describes the responsibilities of clinical supervisors and students in the context of supervised 
learning in the clinical setting. 

Related 
Policies & 
Procedures: 

1. Expectations of Medical Students in Supervised Clinical Settings – 031A 
2. Expectations of Clinical Supervisors and Preceptors of Students in Clinical Settings 031B 
3. Professional Standards for Learners and Faculty Members in the Faculties of Medicine 

and Dentistry at the University of British Columbia  
4. Process to Address Complaints of Mistreatment of Learners of Concerns About the 

Learning Environment 
5. Appropriate Dress and Grooming Policy 
6. Attendance Policy and Absence Procedure 
7. Complaints Involving Students 
8. Dual Relationships – Medical Service Provider and Assessor 
9. Scheduling Medical Students In Required Clinical Learning Experiences 
10. UBC Blood and Bodily Fluids Exposure Protocol 
11. Blood-Borne Communicable Diseases Policy and Procedure 
12. Student Physical Examination of Clinical Teaching Associates, Standardized Patients and 

Volunteer Patients.  
13. WorkSafeBC Occupational Health & Safety Regulations 

Exclusions: Does not address Shadowing or Observing experiences. 

Calendar 
Statement: None 

Contact: Assistant Dean, Curriculum 

 
Preamble 
 
Students in Years 1 and 2 learn in clinical situations involving patient care during their weekly Family 
Practice experiences and in Clinical Skills sessions. In Year 3 clerkships and Year 4 clinical electives, most of 
the teaching and learning activities take place in the context of patient care in both inpatient and 
ambulatory settings.  
 
 

 

https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Expectations%20of%20Medical%20Students%20in%20Supervised%20Clinical%20Settings%20(031a).pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Expectations%20of%20Medical%20Students%20in%20Supervised%20Clinical%20Settings%20(031a).pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Expectations%20of%20Clinical%20Supervisors+Preceptors%20of%20Students%20in%20Clinical%20Settings%20(031b).pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Expectations%20of%20Clinical%20Supervisors+Preceptors%20of%20Students%20in%20Clinical%20Settings%20(031b).pdf
http://med.ubc.ca/files/2012/02/Professional-Standards-for-the-Faculties-of-Medicine-and-Dentistry.pdf
http://med.ubc.ca/files/2012/02/Professional-Standards-for-the-Faculties-of-Medicine-and-Dentistry.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Process%20to%20Address%20Mistreatment%20and%20Learning%20Environment.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Process%20to%20Address%20Mistreatment%20and%20Learning%20Environment.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/016%20-%20Dress%20and%20Grooming%20Policy.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Attendance%20Policy%20and%20Absence%20Procedure%20-%20All%20Years.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Complaints%20Involving%20Students%20-%20Guidelines.pdf
http://med-fom-familymed-undergrad.sites.olt.ubc.ca/files/2014/08/Guidelines-for-Dual-Relationships-MSP-and-Assessor.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Scheduling%20Medical%20Students%20in%20Required%20Clinical%20Learning%20Experiences%20(010).pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Scheduling%20Medical%20Students%20in%20Required%20Clinical%20Learning%20Experiences%20(010).pdf
http://www.hr.ubc.ca/health/files/Blood-and-Body-Fluids-Exposure-Control-Plan-FINAL-Oct-28-2015.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Blood-Borne%20Communicable%20Diseases%20Policy%20and%20Guidelines.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Blood-Borne%20Communicable%20Diseases%20Policy%20and%20Guidelines.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Student%20Physical%20Exam%20of%20Clinical%20Teaching%20Associates,%20Standardized%20Patients%20and%20Volunteer%20Patients.pdf
https://mednet.med.ubc.ca/AboutUs/PoliciesAndGuidelines/Policies%20Guidelines/Student%20Physical%20Exam%20of%20Clinical%20Teaching%20Associates,%20Standardized%20Patients%20and%20Volunteer%20Patients.pdf
https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-03-rights-and-responsibilities#SectionNumber:3.23
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Definitions 
 

Appropriate 
Supervision  

The direct supervision of a student in the clinical setting by a certified/registered and 
academically qualified practitioner at all times until student competence in a given 
procedure is achieved. Once competence in a given clinical procedure is achieved, 
students must still be supervised by a certified/registered and academically qualified 
practitioner but the supervision may be indirect provided the supervisor is on the 
premises and in a position to assist the student immediately if required. 

Allied Health 
Professional 

A non-physician who “…  exercises skill or judgment or provides a service related to (a) 
the preservation or improvement of the health of individuals, or (b) the treatment or 
care of individuals who are injured, sick, disabled or infirm. (Heath Professions Act RSBC 
1996) 

Clinical 
Education 

The planned learning experiences for students in an actual clinical environment (e.g., 
actual hospital, clinic, laboratory or ambulance), that is representative of the current 
practice setting of the designated health science profession 

Clinical 
Supervisor 

A clinician who oversees and is the most responsible physician for the clinical work of 
one or more trainees. (RCPSC Terminology in Medical Education Project Glossary of 
Terms (October 2012) 

Practitioner A practicing member of a designated health science profession. [ibid] 

Resident A physician in an accredited training program following undergraduate training leading 
to certification or attestation in a recognized specialty or subspecialty; a GME trainee. 
[ibid] 

Preceptor A physician who provides supervised practice-based training in which the learner is 
immersed in the practitioner’s practice for a defined period of time. [ibid] 

 
Policy 

 
1. The MD Undergraduate Program must ensure that medical students in clinical learning situations 

involving patient care are supervised as follows: 
1.1. Students must be appropriately supervised at all times to ensure patient and student safety (031A 

and B). 
1.2. The level of responsibility delegated to the student is appropriate to his or her level of training 

(031A and B). 
1.3. Delegated activities supervised by the health care professional are within the scope of practice of 

that health care professional (031B).  
1.4. All medical students must be able to identify by name, the person responsible for supervising their 

educational experience in that setting.  
 

2. Students must respect and maintain the privacy and confidentiality of information about patients. This 
includes limiting discussion of patient health issues to appropriate settings for clinical or educational 
purposes and to those family member caregivers identified by patient consent (Professional-Standards 
for the Faculties of Medicine and Dentistry). 
 

http://med.ubc.ca/files/2012/02/Professional-Standards-for-the-Faculties-of-Medicine-and-Dentistry.pdf
http://med.ubc.ca/files/2012/02/Professional-Standards-for-the-Faculties-of-Medicine-and-Dentistry.pdf
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3. Students must hold an active educational license at the College of Physicians & Surgeons of British 
Columbia. 

4. Students must be given an orientation to each new clinical environment in accordance with 
WorkSafeBC OHS Regulations 3.23.1  

5. Students must keep their CPR certification updated and current. 
6. Students must identify themselves and be identified as medical students. 

 
 

 

                                                           
1 The Occupational Health and Safety (OH&S) program for clinical education is managed by the Faculty of Medicine’s Health & Safety Advisor 
(Education). 

Action Committee Date Status 
Draft Policy Advisory Subcommittee (PAS) June 29, 2017 Endorsed 
Review MD Undergraduate Education Committee (MDUEC) July 17, 2017 Approved 

https://www.worksafebc.com/en/law-policy/occupational-health-safety/searchable-ohs-regulation/ohs-regulation/part-03-rights-and-responsibilities#SectionNumber:3.23

