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INFORMATION NOTE:   2020/21 Royalties Income Distribution 
 

PREPARED FOR:  FoM Department Heads, School and Centre Directors 
 
ISSUE:    Distribution of Royalties Income Earned by Principal Investigators 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
UBC researchers assign ownership of intellectual property to the University when commercializing 
research discoveries. Inventors share in returns to the University through royalty and equity payments. 
UILO monitors license agreements and assures that royalty payments are collected and properly 
distributed at fiscal year-end. 
 
The royalties are divided 50% to the inventor(s), 25% to the inventor's Faculty, and 25% to the UBC 
Operating Fund (UBC Central). 100% of the Faculty portion is distributed to the departments. UILO 
administers the distribution of the inventor(s)’s portion and pays the inventor via payroll or cheque. 
When there is more than one inventor, the percentage division between them is decided by mutual 
agreement; typically the share of payments follows the same ratio as the researcher's contribution to 
the invention.  
 
UILO distributes 25% of royalties to the Faculty (PM007820). On March 31, 2021, the Dean’s Office 
received $535,791. The Faculty portion is provided to the inventor’s department. The department then 
decides how the reserve should be distributed. In May 2021, the royalties were distributed to the 
inventor’s departments. 
 
See Appendix A for the distribution of royalties by unit and worktag.  
 
Attachments: 
 
Appendix A:  2020/21 Royalties Income Distribution 
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